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   May 7 is adjournment day for the 2014 legislative session, but with the number of bills still not having been heard, special session is hanging over the lofty chambers. The Governor has signed a number of bills as they reached his desk throughout the session. For those readers new to Eye on the Legislature, the “Wrap Up” presents the fate of each bill written about during the legislative session.
House Bill 14-1047 was signed by the Governor on April 11th, and means booking photographs or other basic identification information published on a commercial website, must upon request, be removed if a person is not charged, charges are dismissed or the person is acquitted. Publisher has 30 days to comply or be subject to damages recoverable in a civil action.
Senate Bill 14-033 was postponed indefinitely (killed) early in the session – January 23rd. The bill would have created an income tax credit for individuals who enroll their dependent children in a home-child for enrollment in a private school. Look for this one to keep coming back as there seems to be a lack of understanding that Colorado taxpayers do not want to pay tuition to private schools.
Senate Bill 14-052 was signed by the Governor on March 20th, and expands the authority of counties to respond to complaints of property damage from blowing soil due to erosion. Current law allows a county to order soil treatment when a landowner or the state fails to comply with a county citation, with a maximum charge of $15.00 per acre from the landowner, but that amount is changed to a range of $7.50 to $30.00 under the provisions of SB 052.  
House Bill 14-1058 was postponed indefinitely on February 3rd, and would have amended the Colorado Food and Drug Act to define “genetically engineered material,” (GMO) and set forth guidelines for labeling of food as not containing genetically modified organisms. Such label would have been allowed so long as the food contained less than 1 percent GMO and the person selling the food submitted an affidavit to the Department of Public Health and Environment that said standard has been met.
House Bill 14-1068 is another postponed (killed) bill that seems almost unconscionable. The provisions of HB 1068 required every physician licensed under the Medical Practice Act to report within 7 days of diagnosing or learning a patient under his/her care has been diagnosed with a disorder causing loss, interruption or lapse of consciousness or motor function. Reporting in good faith would have given immunity to the physician from civil or criminal liability. The bill also included a requirement that the Department of Revenue cancel a driver's license upon receipt of notification by a registered physician. Current law provides for voluntary reporting.
Senate Bill 14-089 was vetoed by the Governor on March 28th. The bill was one of a clarification purpose that the state of Colorado is exempt from paying property tax.
   Payment-in-lieu of taxes is the practice of a payment “made by a tax exempt entity to compensate a local government or local taxing jurisdiction for some or all tax revenue that it loses because of the nature of the ownership or use of a particular piece of real property.”
Senate Bill 14-084 was postponed indefinitely (killed) in its first committee hearing in the House of Representatives after being passed unanimously by the full Senate just 2 weeks 3 days after introduction. What was so urgent? The bill provided a way for county commissioners to change the method of electing commissioners which could take away the right of two thirds of a county to vote on who represents them as a county commissioner – only those residents in the district where the commission candidate lived would be able to vote on that candidate, but the commissioner would still present the entire county!
   The bill was killed in its first Senate committee hearing in 2102, and in at least one session prior to that. Colorado seems to have a number of Senators who are not familiar with the Colorado and U.S. Constitutions which guarantees a citizen the right to vote on who represents them.
Senate Bill 14-138 was signed by the Governor on March 21st. Volunteer firefighters are the backbone of not only rural Colorado but vast areas of urban America. Without them, there is just no way to describe what communities across Colorado and America would suffer and hopefully will never know. In Colorado, volunteer firefighters are provided limited immunity for services provided at the scene of an emergency. SB138 extends that limited immunity to community volunteers and their organizations. The exemption does not apply to grossly negligent or reckless acts or omissions.
   The reader's comments or questions are always welcome. E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
